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HISTORY OF THE 
PONETO METHODIST CHURCH 


In preparing this history from exist- 
ing records, we find the first organized 
Church services were held in the Notting- 
ham township school house, at the town 
of Worthington later known as Poneto. 
This being located at the intersection of 
the four townships. 

The first record being the baptism 
of Charles W. Templin, by sprinkling on 
Sept. 8, 1872, by Rev. John H. McMahon. 
J. W. Paschall, presiding Elder, Organiz- 
edaclass at Worthington, Feb. 25, 1878 
with ten members becoming a part of 
the Bluffton Circuit. 

The Second Quarterly Conference 
was held in the same year, on Sept. 2, at 
Worthington, Charles E. Bacon being the 
preacher in charge. William Nicely and 
Isaac Singer were members of this Quar- 
terly Conference. 

Church was continued in the School- 
house until the erection of the first 
Church in 1880, at a total cost of $1200. 

The ground and timber for this 
frame Church was donated by Simeon 


Tappy and wife and was located in the 
corner of the block west of the present 
Church. Trustees at this time being 
Simeon Tappy, J. W. Cook and Alexan- 
der Lee. 

The first Sunday School was organ- 
ized Oct. 10, 1880, and the first report 
was made March 19, 1881, with Alexan- 
der Lee as first Superintendent. 

On Dec. 16, 1881, the Worthington 
Charge was changed to the Poneto 
Charge consisting of Bethel, Prairie, 
Reiffsburg and Poneto. The charter 
members were Alexander Lee and wife, 
Isaac Singer and wife, Luther Collins and 
wife, William Markley and wife, J. W. 
Cook, Mary Cooper, and Simeon Tappy 
and wife. 

The first parsonage of this charge 
was purchased Oct. 24, 1889, from P. M. 
Simons and Ora Simons, his wife. The 
trustees of the church were B. W. Shoch, 
Z. T. Fetters and R. S. Hughes. 

During the early history great in- 
terest was shown, and under the ministry 
of J. M. Haines at Poneto there were 
fifty conversions and fifty-seven acces- 
sions. Later E. J. Magor held a pro- 
tracted meeting of 16 weeks, with 38 
conversions or more. He received his 


education in England, and while on the 
charge received his Wife’s certificate of 
membership from her home Church 
Truos, England. 

In the second year of David Wells 
ministry (1901) there was an ingathering 
of over one hundred souls. 

Now the charge had progressed to 
a position where they purchased ground 
for a new church from B. F. Starr and 
his wife Sabina at the cost of $250. The 
Church was erected of brick structure 
in 1905, with many members donating 
their time and money at a total cost of 
$3657.17 and was dedicated, March 18, 
1906, under the ministry of S. F. Harter. 
The first Sunday School Superintendent 
in the new Church was Charles Steube. 
Following the dedication of the new 
Church, the old frame Church was pur- 
chased and removed by J. P. Lockwood. 

In the year of 1915, the Church 
trustees deeded to the parsonage trustees 
a lot for the present parsonage. The 
first occupant of the new parsonage be- 
ing the Rev. J. R. Stelle and family. 

In the time served at Poneto by the 
Rev. J. M. Stewart and wife, great suc- 
cess was accomplished with over 125 
accessions to the church. 


In 1924, Rev. John French came 
to the Poneto Circuit, and during the 
second year of his ministry, became ill 
and passed away. The message of 
comfort was brought by the district 
Superintendent W. W. Wiant. His final 
resting place being at Elm Grove 
Cemetery at Bluffton. 

H. E. Forbes, L. C. Wisner and 
Dewitt Johnson were the ministers during 
the next six years with Rev. Johnson 
showing a large increase in membership. 

Beginning in 1932, Poneto was 
blessed with a number of student minis- 
ters, some of them developing into out- 
standing ministers. In later years, one 
of them Rev. Kenneth Smith is now 
treasurer of the North Indiana Confer- 
ence. 

Others of outstanding note, are the 
Rev. James Bean, Paul Stephenson, 
Clayton Steele and Harold Neel, who is 
now minister of the First Methodist 
Church in Muncie, Indiana. 

Under the leadership of the Rev. 
Kenneth Smith and Rev. Homer Studa- 
‘baker, Church redecorations were accom- 
plished. 

We are supplied with young minis- 
ters again until Rev. F. F. Handley came 


in 1951. He was with us for two months, 
when he passed away as the result of an 
automobile accident. 

In 1952 Rev. and Mrs. Wilbur 
Thorne came to us and they were very 
popular with the young people. Rev. 
Thorne’s health failed and he was forced 
to retire to his home in Lynn, Indiana. 

We are now uider the able leader- 
ship of the Rev. Guy Johnson who has 
been with us for three years and we have 
again completed extensive redecoration. 
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